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Ohio. Both men demonstrated unwavering
commitment to their professions and to their
communities. I extend my heart-felt sympathy
to the family of these fine men, and hope that
they will take comfort in knowing that all who
met Russell and Willard Kiko respected them
greatly. These men have left a permanent im-
pact on the world in which they lived.
f

BUILDING EFFICIENT SURFACE
TRANSPORTATION AND EQUITY
ACT OF 1998

SPEECH OF

HON. ELEANOR HOLMES NORTON
OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, April 1, 1998

The House in Committee of the Whole
House on the State of the Union had under
consideration the bill (H.R. 2400) to authorize
funds for Federal-aid highways, highway
safety programs, and transit programs, and
for other purposes:

Ms. NORTON. Mr. Chairman, don’t vote for
the Roukema amendment to destroy the Dis-
advantaged Business Enterprises program
(DBE) or you will pay the price with your
women small business owners. I have listed
just a few examples of how women business
owners can tell their own stories about the
success of the DBE program.

NEW JERSEY

Roberta Verdun, President, Summit Graph-
ics Corporation, North Brunswick, NJ said: ‘‘I
have owned a small business for 25 years,
. . . I am also certified as a DBE and without
the DBE program, I would not have opportuni-
ties to bid against the big businesses out
there. DBE status affords me ‘opportunity.’ I
don’t expect printing jobs handed to me but
without the opportunity to offer a bid, I would
be out of business!’’

Deborah Ayars, President, A–TECH Engi-
neering, Vineland, NJ said: ‘‘My firm has
grown over the ten years I’ve been in busi-
ness from just me to twenty total employees
. . . We employ local people who would oth-
erwise be looking for jobs, most likely outside
this area . . . Without the DBE provisions of
ISTEA, the ever-larger majority firms would let
none of the work out of their firms . . . Tak-
ing away sub-contracting incentives for women
and minorities would deprive the economy of
the kind of resources that increase our na-
tion’s global competitiveness, a goal of
NEXTEA/ISTEA. In closing, the DBE program
is one of the most successful programs the
government has developed. It saves the gov-
ernment money, increases jobs in small busi-
ness, and assists women and minority owners
to get a foot in the door in business.’’

IDAHO

Elaine Martin, President, MarCon, Inc.,
Nampa, ID said: ‘‘Most companies can point to
one or two jobs that made it possible for their
companies to succeed. My ‘essential’ job
would not have been awarded to me without
the DBE program. I was low bidder on a job
in 1987 where the owner told the estimator to
give the job to a larger, male owned firm that
had a higher bind than mine. The estimator
told the owner that the job had DBE goals and
as low bidder, I should be given the oppor-
tunity to perform. That job allowed my com-
pany to survive another year as I worked in

the field days and bid new work at night. In
the ten years since that one $100,000 job that
I would have lost without the DOT DBE pro-
gram, my company has grown from $200,000
to $3 Million annually.’’

IOWA

Joanna Pierson, President-Owner, Joanna
Trucking, Inc., Sioux City, Iowa said: ‘‘The
DBE program has helped me to get a fair
shake. My company is very good at what it
does, but that does not mean anything. What
does mean something is that I am a ‘foolish
female,’ ‘stupid woman,’ I‘m sure you‘ve heard
them all. To get rid of this program means put-
ting me and others like me out of business
along with 25 of my employees. Without this
program, I am nowhere because I deal with
men who want me out, and even my own
brothers are trying to force me out. I represent
competition to any male in business, but my
company performs well, and I can honestly
say that we do a better job than most male or-
ganizations . . . We need to keep this pro-
gram going, to ‘mend it, not end it’ .’’

f

TRIBUTE TO JOYCE WOLKA

HON. DAVID E. BONIOR
OF MICHIGAN

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, April 21, 1998

Mr. BONIOR. Mr. Speaker, today I rise to
congratulate Joyce Wolka, who will be award-
ed Secretary of the Year by the Macomb
Chapter of Professional Secretaries Inter-
national. On April 22, 1998, Ms. Wolka will be
honored at the Secretaries Day Banquet dur-
ing Professional Secretaries Week.

Each year, the Macomb Chapter of Profes-
sional Secretaries International chooses the
Secretary of the Year based on a list of impor-
tant qualities. Candidates are judged in three
areas; education, work experience, and in-
volvement in PSI activities. Ms. Wolka’s pro-
fessional accomplishments and expertise led
to the honor of Secretary of the Year.

Ms. Wolka has worked for the past 7 years
at Specs Howard School of Broadcast Arts in
Southfield, Michigan. As an Executive Sec-
retary in the Placement Department she is re-
sponsible for maintaining current student and
graduate files and databases, correspondence
to employers, conducting mock interviews with
students, and correcting their resumes as part
of their curriculum. She has made an impor-
tant contribution to education and her commu-
nity by performing many of the fundamental
responsibilities that allow the schools to oper-
ate everyday.

Throughout the years, Ms. Wolka has been
a valuable member of her profession and her
community. Not only is she an active member
of the Macomb Chapter of Professional Sec-
retaries International, she is also a Eucharist
Minister at St. Kieran’s Catholic Church and a
Boy Scout Leader of Troop 343. Ms. Wolka
and her husband Kevin have raised two sons,
Dan and Mark. I would like to congratulate Ms.
Wolka and wish her continued excellence in
her work.
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SPEECH OF

HON. JOHN R. THUNE
OF SOUTH DAKOTA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, April 1, 1998

The House in Committee of the Whole
House on the State of the Union had under
consideration the bill (H.R. 2400) to authorize
funds for Federal-aid highways, highway
safety programs, and transit programs, and
for other purposes:

Mr. THUNE. Mr. Chairman, I rise today to
address the bill before us today, H.R. 2400,
the Building Efficient Surface Transportation
Equity Act of 1998. This measure probably will
have a more profound impact on my State of
South Dakota than any other measure this
body may consider this year.

The State of South Dakota has 7,803 miles
of roads on the State highway system which
span over a 77,000 square mile area in the
State. As one of the largest States in geog-
raphy, we have tremendous needs to maintain
our network of highways, bridges, and transit
connections. While other modes of transpor-
tation play an important role in moving goods
and people from one point to another, auto-
mobile and truck transportation are the most
predominant forms used for personal and
commercial purposes.

I thank Chairman SHUSTER, Ranking Mem-
ber OBERSTAR, Surface Transportation Sub-
committee Chairman PETRI, and Subcommit-
tee Ranking Member RAHALL for all of their as-
sistance on South Dakota specific concerns.
With their help, I was able to include an
amendment to Section 107 that would allow
federal bridge funds to be used on a de-icer
agent being developed by the South Dakota
Department of Transportation (SDDOT) in
conjunction with the South Dakota School of
Mines and Technology and private industry.
The de-icer compound, known as sodium ace-
tate-formate, is a cost-effective, environ-
mentally sound way to keep bridges clear of
dangerous icing conditions without the corro-
sive side-effects of other compounds. The
Committee also saw fit to honor my request to
reduce paperwork and staff hours in conduct-
ing statewide planning by making a conform-
ing amendment to Section 125.

The Committee also saw fit to honor my re-
quest to designate Interstate 29 as a High Pri-
ority Trade Corridor from Kansas City, MO, to
the Canadian border. Since the implantation of
the North American Free Trade Agreement in
1993, traffic has increased tremendously on I
29. From 1993 to 1997, car and truck traffic in
South Dakota has increased by 46 percent on
I 29 from the Iowa boarder to the North Da-
kota border. Without question, the State of
South Dakota and its neighbors served by I 29
should be eligible for programs contained in
Section 115 of this bill. I am certain South Da-
kota will find innovative ways to make com-
mercial transportation on I 29 more efficient
and more effective.

I also appreciate the recognition the Com-
mittee gave in the report accompanying this
bill to the bridge over the Missouri River in
Yankton, SD. The existing Meridian Bridge is
approaching 75 years in age and is in des-
perate need of replacement. The committee
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report appropriately notes that the bridge
should be replaced and that the Secretary of
the Department of Transportation should make
funds available from the Discretionary Bridge
Replacement Fund for this purpose.

I especially appreciate the committee’s rec-
ognition of Congressional Priority Projects I
submitted for consideration. These all are im-
portant to the State of South Dakota and will
help address important safety, congestion, and
economic development needs. All of the
projects were selected from a list submitted by
the SDDOT. I also took the initiative to con-
duct a series of town hall meetings across the
State of South Dakota last August to discuss
these priority projects as well as to solicit the
views of South Dakotans on our surface trans-
portation priorities.

Through the information provided from these
sources, I was able to submit to the Commit-
tee a strong slate of projects that deserve
funding through this process. Among those
projects are two of the three legs of the East-
ern Dakota Expressway (EDE). The EDE is a
combined vision of former Senator Francis
Case and the late Governor George S.
Mickelson. These two South Dakota leaders
saw the value of connecting our major popu-
lation centers to Interstate 90 and Interstate
29 via four-lane highways. The funds made
available through this bill would be enough for
80 percent of the cost of the project. The re-
maining 20 percent would represent the stand-
ard and appropriate State and local cost share
to convert South Dakota Highway 37 between
Huron and Mitchell from a two-lane to a four-
lane and to convert US Highway 83 between
Pierre/Fort Pierre and Interstate 90 to a four-
lane. My hope would be to complete this vi-
sion of Case and Mickelson by connecting Ab-
erdeen to Interstate 29 by a four-lane high-
way. Unfortunately, it appears that important
and necessary segment will have to be ad-
dressed at another point in time. All the same,
I am committed to continue to work for that
segment as I work to forward the entire EDE
initiative.

The Chairman also should be commended
for his tenacity on an issue important not only
to South Dakotans, but to so many across the
nation.

For too long, Washington has ignored its
own rules when it comes to fiscal matters. And
one of the most blatant abuses has been the
way Washington has misused revenues gen-
erated by the motor fuels tax. Last year,
Chairman SHUSTER and other supporters of
honesty in budgeting gained a victory by shift-
ing 4.3 cents of the motor fuels tax from gen-
eral government expenditures to the Highway
Trust Fund.

However, as the Chairman has pointed out,
the addition of these revenues would cause
the Trust Fund balances to skyrocket. If those
dollars are going to be paid in by American
highway users, then those consumers should
have the assurance that those funds are being
put to their intended purpose. The level of
funding in H.R. 2400 would do just that.

Late January estimates from the Congres-
sional Budget Office indicated that the High-
way Trust Fund would have reached a cash
balance of $81 billion by the year 2002. Those
are dollars paid at the pump by users who ex-
pect a return investment in highways, bridges,
and transit. Unless the bill before us is en-
acted, those dollars will end up in a federal
black hole.

Most importantly, this feat can be accom-
plished within the context of a balanced uni-
fied budget. Title X of the bill mandates that
the additional funding in this bill be offset by
mandatory and discretionary spending reduc-
tions. This means Congress would stay within
the confines of the budget agreement met last
year and stay on the path of a balanced fed-
eral budget. While there will be critics of what-
ever offsets may be reached, it will be impor-
tant to remember a simple fact. That fact is
Washington has been siphoning off gas tax
dollars for miscellaneous Washington spend-
ing. No matter the merits of those other
spending priorities, we should not continue to
deceive the public by taking what they pay at
the pump and using it to feed Washington.
Those are dollars that should be used for
highways and bridges in my State of South
Dakota and in the other 49 States of the
Union.

I also would like to commend the Chairman
and Ranking Member for the bill’s funding
ratio between highways and mass transit. Of
the House and Senate bills, the House bill
clearly takes a more appropriate approach to
funding these two needs. Of the $217 billion in
the House bill, $181 billion would fund high-
way initiatives and $36 billion would be avail-
able to mass transit. The Senate version on
the other hand would place only $171 billion in
highways and $41 billion in transit. The House
funding split, in my view, represents a more
responsible approach for the State of South
Dakota and the nation.

The total funding levels contemplated in this
measure indeed would have an important im-
pact on the nation’s and South Dakota’s trans-
portation priorities. Under this bill, South Dako-
ta’s annual average allocation would total ap-
proximately $144 million a year. Under the
Intermodal Surface Transportation Efficiency
Act (ISTEA), South Dakota received approxi-
mately $119 million a year, representing an
annual increase of $25 million. Further, the
level in H.R. 2400 would boost funding by
more than $40 million annually over the House
bill back in 1991.

Without the funding levels Chairman SHU-
STER has advocated, South Dakota would not
be able to realize these increases. At the
same time, I would be remiss if I did not ex-
press my concern over the formula share
given to my State in this bill. As it stands,
South Dakota’s percentage of formula pro-
grams would reduce from 0.67 percent to 0.52
percent. Such a reduction simply is not ac-
ceptable to our State of South Dakota. The
Chairman and many of my colleagues already
are familiar with my sentiments about the for-
mula. They fully realize how I feel and how my
State feels about such a reduction in our
share. At the same time, I fully appreciate the
composition of the House would lend itself to
a formula that reflects the desires of more
populated areas. I also realize that historically,
the Senate has produced formulas that more
closely reflect my preference and the pref-
erence of my State. In fact, at this point in
1991, the House formula gave South Dakota
a 0.52 percent share while the Senate pro-
duced a share of 0.77 percent. This difference
is almost identical to that produced this year
by our two Houses of Congress. I am hopeful,
therefore, that the final product will yield a
share that improves upon that crafted under
ISTEA.

The Chairman has been very patient and
very understanding in an effort I mounted with

several other members from similarly impacted
Western States. I along with Mr. YOUNG of
Alaska, Mr. SKEEN of New Mexico, Mr. ENSIGN
of Nevada, Mr. GIBBONS of Nevada, Mr.
CRAPO of Idaho, Mrs. CHENOWETH of Idaho,
Mr. HILL of Montana, Mr. POMEROY of North
Dakota, Mrs. CUBIN of Wyoming, Mr. REDMOND
of New Mexico, and the late Mr. Schiff of New
Mexico, all worked for this provision to be in-
cluded in H.R. 2400.

The amendment would have recognized the
unique challenges states with low population
densities and large geographic areas face as
they attempt to meet highway needs. The
amendment would have acknowledged this
need I and others felt was missing from H.R.
2400 by creating an allocated program for low-
density states. Each of the qualifying States
experience share reductions in H.R. 2400. The
funds for this program would have been offset
through other allocated programs—not appor-
tioned programs, thereby not impacting the
apportionment of other States—and would
have been distributed based upon National
Highway System (NHS) miles and vehicle
miles traveled on the NHS. The amendment
therefore fairly based distribution on needs in
terms of highway miles and highway use.

While the amendment would not have fully
corrected the apportionment shortfall, it would
have helped to cushion the fall. In the opinion
of Mr. SHUSTER, Mr. OBERSTAR, Mr. PETRI, and
Mr. RAHALL, the amendment resembled too
much of an attempt at a State-specific redis-
tribution. In working with the Committee lead-
ership, we chose not to offer the amendment.

In light of the improbability to gain approval
of the Western States Amendment, I feel com-
pelled to explain my dissatisfaction over the
formula given to South Dakota and other simi-
larly impacted Western States. South Dakota
has a backlog of over $500 million in mainte-
nance and construction on its highways and
bridges and 42 percent of our 678 mile Inter-
state highway system is in fair or poor condi-
tion.

Still, I am encouraged by so much the
Chairman has accomplished through this
measure, including the victory of dedicating
motor fuel taxes to their intended purpose. I
also appreciate him resisting imposing pen-
alties on States for failing to adopt certain
laws. No matter the value of policy objectives,
the Federal Government should not blackmail
States into adopting environmental, safety, or
other laws. Washington has learned from pre-
vious efforts that such contingencies only
breed ill-will between the Federal Government
and State and local leaders. This bill instead
uses incentives to achieve real results.

Likewise, the Chairman should be congratu-
lated for including the text of H.R. 4, the Truth
in Budgeting Act, as Title VII of this bill. This
provision, of which I am an original cosponsor,
would help ensure that we remain honest to
the American public in how Washington uses
their gas tax dollars.

I also want to voice my support for the etha-
nol tax incentives. A provision included in Sen-
ate bill, S. 1173, extending the tax incentives
for ethanol production should be made a part
of the conference report. Value-added oppor-
tunities are of tremendous importance to my
entire State of South Dakota—not just the ag-
riculture community. In South Dakota, the in-
dustry adds $61 million to the States’s econ-
omy annually. From 1996 to 2002, the ethanol
industry is expected to pump $51 billion into
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the U.S. economy. That means jobs in small
towns and rural areas. Without the assurance
that this incentive is in place, it would be ex-
tremely difficult for producers and investors to
plan for the future. Ethanol has value beyond
just the agriculture economy, it also has im-
portant environmental benefits that Congress
should continue to encourage.

I recently hand-delivered 850 letters from
my constituents to Speaker GINGRICH asking
him to continue his support of the ethanol tax
incentives. I am pleased the Speaker ex-
pressed his strong support for these incentives
and consequently expect that support to carry
through the conference process on this bill.

Finally, I would like to commend the Chair-
man and the rest of the House leadership, in-
cluding Speaker GINGRICH and Majority Leader
ARMEY, for heeding the call of the rank and file
to schedule consideration of this bill prior to
the upcoming district work period. For a time,
it appeared Congress would have attempted
to go home without considering this measure.
As my colleagues know, however, the current
extension of ISTEA is set to expire on April
30. Seeing this deadline on the horizon, I
joined Mrs. EMERSON of Missouri and Mr.
PEASE of Indiana in circulating a letter among
our colleagues pledging our intention to vote
against adjournment later today if H.R. 2400
has not been considered. Over 100 signatures
were gathered in a matter of just a few hours.
The issue has both national and local support.
Letting yet another deadline pass on federal
highway programs would have been more
than the South Dakota Department of Trans-
portation, the contractors of South Dakota,
and most importantly, the motorists of my
State could bear. Hopefully, such an occur-
rence will be avoided with today’s action.

In light of these factors, I intend to vote in
favor of passage as I did in subcommittee and
full committee consideration. Again, I thank
Chairman SHUSTER, Ranking Member OBER-
STAR, Subcommittee Chairman PETRI, and
Subcommittee Ranking Member RAHALL for
their hard work and dedication to bringing truth
and honesty to our federal surface transpor-
tation programs.
f

A CELEBRATION OF THE LIFE AND
TIMES OF LIONEL HAMPTON

HON. CHARLES B. RANGEL
OF NEW YORK

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, April 21, 1998
Mr. RANGEL. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to

pay tribute to Lionel Hampton, a great artist, a
great American, a great ambassador, and one
of the greatest musicians America has ever
known.

In tribute to Lionel Hampton, on this his 90th
birthday, I would like to share with you and
this House, some of the highlights of this ex-
traordinary man.

Lionel Hampton, the reigning King of the Vi-
braphone for over half-a-century, and one of
the few surviving internationally renowned jazz
talents of the swing era, was born in Bir-
mingham, Alabama on April 20, 1908. He was
a member of the Benny Goodman Quartet
which was the first racially integrated group of
jazz musicians in the nation, but left the group
to form his own big band in the early 40s.

His original ballad, ‘‘Midnight Sun’’, written
with Johnny Mercer and Sonny Burke, has be-

come an American jazz and popular classic.
His two major symphonic works, ‘‘The King
David Suite’’ and ‘‘Blues Suite’’ have been
performed by many leading symphonic or-
chestras throughout the world.

Nevertheless, whether you are familiar with
his musical accomplishments, over the years,
Lionel Hampton has known no status where
he was not eagerly accepted, as he has been
well received the world over by Presidents,
politicians, Kings and Queens. His very music
has caused the walls of communist nations to
come tumbling down.

Allow me now to share with you Lionel
Hampton the constituent . . . the friend . . .
the community leader. His fame and greatness
have not let him forget the homeless and the
hopeless. Long a supporter of public housing,
he developed the Lionel Hampton Houses in
the early 70s, and upon completion, built the
Gladys Hampton Houses, named for his late
wife. To this day, those projects are consid-
ered among the best in the nation.

The Lionel Hampton Community Develop-
ment Corporation has built more than 500 low
and moderate-income apartments in my Con-
gressional District of Harlem alone.

Lionel Hampton holds more than fifteen
honorary doctorates and received the Gold
Medal of Paris, its highest cultural award, from
its Mayor, Jacques Shirac.

He was appointed to the Board of Trustees
of the Kennedy Center in 1991 by President
George Bush, and in December 1992, he was
awarded a prestigious Kennedy Center Honor
for his lifetime career achievements as a musi-
cian and teacher. Since then, he continues to
produce educational events and considers the
real highlight of his career as having the music
school at the University of Idaho named for
him, the Lionel Hampton School of Jazz.

Whether you are Black or White, Demo-
cratic or Republican, Liberal or Conservative
. . . Lionel Hampton represents the very best
of America.

Happy birthday Lionel Hampton.
f

WELCOMING THE AMERICAN WIND
ENERGY ASSOCIATION TO BA-
KERSFIELD

HON. WILLIAM M. THOMAS
OF CALIFORNIA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, April 21, 1998

Mr. THOMAS. Mr. Speaker, I take pleasure
in announcing that the American Wind Energy
Association (AWEA) is holding its annual con-
vention in Bakersfield, California this year and
in welcoming wind energy experts from all
over the globe to this event. Between April 27
and May 1, wind energy industry representa-
tives and government officials from around the
world will discuss and view new technologies
and the burgeoning market for clean electricity
generated with wind turbine technologies.

This convention is a special event for my
constituents because others will notice just
how important the Kern County wind energy
industry has become when conventioneers
tour the Tehachapi Pass wind farms.
Tehachapi hosts one of the largest concentra-
tions of wind generation equipment in the
United States. The area’s 5,000 wind turbines
produce enough power to light San Francisco.
Wind power is big business in this small town:

some 3,200 jobs in the Tehachapi area are re-
lated to wind power.

The industry has a great story to tell every-
one. Today, wind power is being generated in
California, Hawaii, Vermont, Iowa, Texas and
Minnesota. American companies have gone
from buying foreign technology to developing
and selling their own wind turbines here in the
United States. There are tremendous inter-
national markets developing for U.S. wind
technology and the industry has dramatically
cut the cost of producing power with this envi-
ronmentally-benign power source to as little as
3 cents per kilowatt hour. The future of wind
energy will be explored by convention guests
when they come to Bakersfield and I wish all
who attend success as they chart the trade’s
future course.
f
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SPEECH OF

HON. JOHN E. ENSIGN
OF NEVADA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, April 1, 1998

The House in Committee of the Whole
House on the State of the Union had under
consideration the bill (H.R. 2400) to authorize
funds for Federal-aid highways, highway
safety programs, and transit programs, and
for other purposes:

Mr. ENSIGN. Mr. Chairman. I would like to
thank Chairman SHUSTER and PETRI, and
ranking members OBERSTAR and RAHALL for
including in the BESTEA legislation an author-
ization for a new start rail project being under-
taken by the Regional Transportation Commis-
sion of Clark County, Nevada (RTC). The
RTC’s Resort Corridor Fixed Guideway Project
is included among these projects authorized
for Final Design and Construction under Item
(34) of section 332 of the bill. This project is
currently in the preliminary engineering phase,
and is critically needed to meet clean air de-
mands and the ever increasing transportation
needs in the Las Vegas Valley. The proposed
system is anticipated to carry 95,000 pas-
sengers daily, and will provide efficient transit
service into the Resort Corridor where over 50
percent of regional employment is focused. I
appreciate the recognition given to RTC’s Re-
sort Corridor Fixed Guideway Project by the
Committee on Transportation and Infrastruc-
ture in the authorization of new start projects.
f

IN MEMORY OF DOROTHY M.
VANSANDT

HON. IKE SKELTON
OF MISSOURI

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, April 21, 1998

Mr. SKELTON. Mr. Speaker, today I wish to
say a special word of tribute to Dorothy
‘‘Dottie’’ Mae Vansandt, the former Cass
County, Missouri, Public Administrator, who
passed away recently at the age of 75.

Dottie Vansandt was an important civic
leader in Cass County, Missouri. She served
as the county’s public administrator from 1977
to 1992 and devoted her time to various com-
munity organizations. She was a member of
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